
 

“Letting go, letting die, letting come” 

Let us begin the journey   

together

under the signs                                                                    

of the Spirit of God!

On the way to the «Provincial Chapter 2019 » 

 

 

 

“And I am sure that He who began this 
good work in you will bring it to 

completion.” (Philippians 1:6) 
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“In the heart of each one we felt a sincere desire 
for transformation and a longing to live the 
essentials of the charism.” (2.8) (Sr. Françoise Massy) 

 
PREPARATION FOR THE RECOLLECTION  

 

 The best way to nourish our prayer life is to 
regularly ask God to teach us how to pray. 

 

 Let us be open to the Lord’s voice asking each one 
of us ‘What do you want me to do for you?’  

 

 It is natural to become distracted in prayer. 
Sometimes what may be a distraction could be a 
graced encounter with God. 

 

 Times of dryness are possible. It may seem 
nothing is happening but deep down God may be 
stirring something, and it may be just that we have 
not realized it yet. 

 

 Try not to judge whether your prayer was good or 
not. God can make use of everything even 
distractions and preoccupations to speak to us. 

 
 It is essential to heal issues such as pride, anger, 

fear, hate (of oneself or others) or regret of any 
kind. Holiness is a gift of God and not a human 
creation. It is God who gradually transforms our 
weakness into the image of Christ. 
 

 We are all on a different path. Respect each one’s 
rhythm and pace. 
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“To do everything with love and to love everything we 

do is the secret of the heart which has understood the 

love of God.”  (Mary of the Passion) 

 

Let us begin this journey together, under the signs of 

the Spirit of God. The Institute is in motion. Yes, we are 

on a journey as we search for new ways of being, living, 

and doing. Let us cease to inquire what the future has in 

store but to take as a gift whatever this day brings forth. It 

is time to move together, to discern what it means to 

move towards and forward in faith to what God is calling 

us. In prayer let us ask the Lord to accompany us and let 

us offer Him our collective intention and dare to respond 

to the challenges that are awaiting us as we question,  

“WHERE ARE WE? .... AND WHERE TO NOW?”  

 

“To fulfill its vocation the Institute needs a great 

transformation, concrete, urgent. This enormous 

responsibility is ours at this time in our history."                

(Sr. Françoise Massy).  

 

Time and again we are reminded to think Institute and to 

go beyond our borders as an individual, as a province or 

as a nation. We are called to be an instrument of hope as 

we are challenged to enter into the process of 

transformation in these times of transition. Though it could 

be overwhelming, let us firmly believe in all humility that 

the Lord is our shepherd and His Spirit will continue to 

guide and lead us.    

 

Staying focused on our mission in our troubled world, in 

the midst of many storms, storms of sexual scandal, 
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negativity, diminishing number of vocations, uncertainty 

about the future of our province, closing of many houses, 

could be difficult and can give us sleepless nights. Let us 

ask the Lord to grant us the simple childlike trust of Saint 

Pope John XXIII. 

 

“Who's running the Church, you or the Holy Spirit?" 

Here is an interesting anecdote from Pope St. John XXIII 

that can help us to understand the above truth.  On the 

evening when he announced the opening of the Second 

Vatican Council -- the first one since 1870 -- he couldn't 

sleep.  Finally, he called himself to order: "Angelo, why 

aren't you sleeping?  Who's running the Church, you or 

the Holy Spirit?  So, sleep."   

 

“It is in the midst of impossibilities that one is able to 

achieve the work of God.” (Mary of the Passion). To live 

our possibilities, we must step away from our certainties. 

The past is safe, secure, certain and impossible to 

change. The future is filled with uncertainty, and in that 

uncertainty are limitless possibilities. The walls we build to 

keep us secure from uncertainty also hold us prisoners. 

The future is indeed unknown, and ready to be shaped by 

our God. “For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “plans for your well-being and not 

for disaster, plans to give you a future and hope.” 

(Jeremiah 29 : 11) 

 

As missionaries our primary duty is to proclaim the 

Gospel. The only effective way of this proclamation 

happens only after a deep encounter with the Lord. If we 

are to keep quiet from this proclamation, even the stones 
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will cry out 'JESUS IS ALIVE'. We are the message, the 

messenger of His love and hope for our world.  

 

We take pride in calling ourselves Franciscan 

Missionaries of Mary. Someone asked the question 

"When could we transform missionaries into 

evangelizers?"  What is the difference one would ask? Sr. 

Françoise Massy reminds us: 

 

“When gifting us with the charism, the Lord called us to 

incarnate certain characteristics of His face: the face of 

the One who gives himself totally to us: the face of the 

One who gives himself freely to carry out the plan of the 

Father’s love for the world, in a way of closeness, humility, 

poverty and kenosis. It is this face that we contemplate in 

the Eucharist. He who makes us capable to begin and 

begin again His way of discipleship…" 

 
“I invite you to remember this gift and call, to listen 

carefully, to be alert in order to recognize, in all that we 

share, the signs the charism is giving us. What path is it 

showing us?” “God, in his goodness has raised up our 

Institute for purposes which are already vast, but are 

not yet entirely known to us.” (MD 228) 

 

Scripture Reading: 
 

“If Christ had not been raised from the dead your 
faith is in vain.” (1 Cor. 15 : 17) The Risen Savior 
energizes us by always creating new patterns of 
relationships, with God, with oneself and with one 
another.  
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REFLECTION: Extracts from the homily of Pope Francis 
during the Easter vigil, will help us to comprehend what 
transformation means in this time of transition as we 
prepare ourselves for our coming provincial chapter with 
renewed hope and enthusiasm. Let us put the Living One 
at the center of our lives. And with him, we will rise again. 
 
“The women bring spices to the tomb, but they fear that 
their journey is in vain, since a large stone bars the 
entrance to the sepulchre. The journey of those women 
is also our own journey….” 
 
At times, it seems that everything comes up against a 
stone… It seems that the steps we take never take us to 
the goal. We can be tempted to think that dashed hope is 
the bleak law of life. 
 

Each of us is called tonight to rediscover in the Risen 
Christ the one who rolls back from our heart the heaviest 
of stones. So let us first ask: What is the stone that I need 
to remove, what is its name? 
 
 
Let us ask ourselves: In my life, where am I looking? Am I 
gazing at graveyards, or looking for the Living One? 
 
 
Let us ask ourselves: In my life, where am I going? Do I 
always keep seeking the Living One among the dead? 
How many times, once we have encountered the Lord, do 
we return to the dead, digging up regrets, reproaches, 
hurts and dissatisfactions, without letting the Risen One 
change us?  
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"The poor are prophetic and they disturb us. Jesus 

came to bring the good news to the poor." Jean Vanier 

 

During this time of recollection, it is only appropriate to 

pay homage to Jean Vanier, a great Christian, a great 

Canadian and a great human being. He, like our Blessed 

Assunta, reminds us that "We are not called by God to do 

extraordinary things, but to do ordinary things with 

extraordinary love."  

 

Jean Vanier found life where there was exclusion as he 

tried to include the most vulnerable into society. He said 

that his work is like an ark of salvation that invites all to 

enter. He died on May 7, 2019. “In reality, we need 

each other. We need to touch our wounds and keep 

the vision. I am wounded. I need help from my 

community. I need help from Jesus, because I 

cannot do it on my own.” (Jean Vanier) 

 

As I look into my life, I find myself at times trapped in an 

attitude of exclusion with regard to persons, places or 

situations. How could I transform them into opportunities 

to build a circle of inclusiveness? 

What did the Lord make me discover today? 
 
(Prepare what I would like to share with my 
community.) 
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LIVING IN THE FRANCISCAN WAY 

 
“Franciscan mission is a fundamental attitude of listening 

and of communicating with others. It is a viewpoint with a 

deeper inner conviction of our own identity. An inner 

transformation which allows us to see what is really there 

to see, to experience the humble and simple God living 

among us or, to put it in a different way, we live in God.  

Mission is choosing to have our eyes opened and to be 

witnesses to the Reign of God. It is to believe and to hope 

in the Reign of God that is all around us, that is beneath 

the surface of life that is within each person. It is a chosen 

attitude, a disposition towards justice desiring to see all 

that is intended by God. It is a way of seeing and 

understanding the world and its people with faith in God’s 

incarnation in Christ.” (Mission Handbook: 9:11-12)                    

 

“It is the motive of communion in differences that had 

Mary of the Passion make a clear choice for the inter-

nationality of the Institute. This was the opening to a 

wonderful gift of enrichment for our mission and our 

persons with a growing mutual ability to learn from 

one another on an equal basis. In consequence we 

see ourselves called prophetically to be a part of the 

leading edge of universal mission.”  

                                                          Sr. Maura O'Connor fmm 


