
“Mission does not start with conversion                    

but with conversation.” (Pope Francis) 

                                            
“Everywhere we are missionaries… by the fact of our 
vocation, we have the whole world as our homeland. “ 
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“You are at the heart of the world with the               

heart of God.” (Pope Francis) 

 
Preparation for the Recollection:  
 
“After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open 
in heaven! And the first voice, which I heard speaking 
to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will 
show you what must take place after this.” (Rev: 4:1) 
 
 
Name some of the areas in my personal life that the 
Lord is showing me to embrace in order to rekindle the 
flame of my missionary dynamism? 
 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 
 

 
 

“The true apostle is not concerned about 
places; he goes from north to south and from 
south to north, wherever the glory of God calls 
him.’’ (CR/1, 6) 
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George Goyau, talking about our Institute, made the 

following statement: “For the first time in the history of 

the Church, a congregation had been founded 

exclusively for missions.” Dana Robert being more 

explicit stresses the fact that the Institute of the Franciscan 

Missionaries of Mary was the first mission community for 

‘universal mission’ founded and directed by a woman. 

 

Mary of the Passion wanted her missionaries to be like 

Mary at the heart of the Church to renew there the Gospel 

work which Mary did in the early Church. “…Faithful to 

our vocation, may we be stars of Mary, leading to 

Jesus, and we shall then continue the Epiphany of the 

Lord, by helping to Manifest Him to all Nations.” (MD.83) 

 

Mary of the Passion associates universal mission to the 

biblical theme of the reign of God journeying towards its 

fullness. She uses terms like ‘to call down the reign of God’, 

‘to prepare the reign of God’, ‘to thirst for the reign of God’, 

‘to obtain the reign of God’. “Our missionary vocation 

consecrates us to form this kingdom, (MD 638), to 

establish the reign of charity.”  

 

The reign of God as understood by Mary of the Passion is 

a dynamic process of relatedness, by which the world could 

move into a new level of unity. This is the essence and 

meaning of our missionary call. 
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The delightful and comforting joy of evangelizing-
a joy ever new, a joy which is shared: 
  
“Blessed, this is the word with which Jesus begins his 

preaching in Matthew’s Gospel. And it is the refrain he 

repeats today, as if to fix in our hearts, more than anything, 

an essential message: if you are with Jesus, if you love to 

listen to his word as the disciples of that time did, if you try 

to live out this word every day, then you are blessed. Not 

“you will be blessed”, but “you are blessed”:  This is the first 

truth we know about Christian life. It is not simply a list of 

external prescriptions to fulfill or a set of teachings to know.  

Christian life, first and foremost, is not this; rather, it is the 

knowledge that, in Jesus, we are the Father’s beloved 

children.  

 

Christian life means living out the joy of this blessedness, 

wanting to live life as a love story, the story of God’s faithful 

love, He who never abandons us and wishes to be in 

communion with us always. This is the reason for our joy, 

a joy that no one in the world and no circumstance in our 

lives can take from us. It is a joy that gives peace also in 

the midst of pain, a joy that already makes us participate in 

that eternal happiness which awaits us. Dear brothers and 

sisters, in the joy of meeting you, this is the word I have 

come to say to you: blessed!”  (Pope Francis, Homily at Abu 

Dhabi, 2019) 
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Scripture reading: (Lk 4.16-21) “The spirit of the 
Lord is upon me because He has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom to the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor…” 

 

Reflections:  

“Jesus’ public mission began in the temple where He 

opened the scroll and read from prophet Isaiah. He directed 

Himself to those who are in need of being made whole, the 

broken-hearted, the poor, the blind, the lepers, those who 

are grieving and the oppressed. His mission is not one of 

power but one of healing, making whole through the Spirit 

of God, the Spirit who anointed Jesus to reach out to those 

who are disconnected from the fullness of life.  

Jesus’ radical message required conversion, change of 

heart and commitment, once the hand was put on the 

plough; one was not to look back but to go forward to the 

realm of possibilities held open by new consciousness of 

God’s presence. Jesus the Christ shows us what is 

possible for humanity.” (Adapted from ‘The Emergent 

Christ, Ilia Delio)   

 

“The problem is not when we are few in number, but 

when we are insignificant, salt that has lost the flavor 

of the Gospel, or lamps that no longer shed light.”  

(Pope Francis) 
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Mary of the Passion shares with us the fire that kindled her 

heart when she said: “To go to the poor, the little ones, 

the sinners, is the need of my soul and my daughters 

would not be my daughters if I did not pass it on to 

them.” (NS 171) 

 
The sisters during the E.G.C. restated in the language of 

today our ‘’reason for being (raison d’être)’’ in the world, in 

faithfulness to the Spirit transmitted to us by Mary of the 

Passion: 

1.1 Women of different nations and cultures, we choose to 

live together in a fragmented world. 

1.2 We want to reveal the face of God’s love by being a 

humanizing presence among people who suffer and are on 

the margins.  

1.3 We commit ourselves, with others, to the care of 

creation and to the service of life, peace, justice and 

healing, where it is most needed.  

 
To renew ourselves it is necessary to think differently:  
 
2.1 Each sister belongs to the Institute (not to a country, a 

province or a region). 

2.2 Each member exercises her role and each member is 

responsible for the life of the Institute. 

2.3 At each stage of formation, we are aware that the most 

important issue is not the number of vocations but the 

discernment of the capacity to be a member of the Institute. 

2.4 Local leadership encourages each sister to take up her 

role as member.  

2.5 Who we “are” and what we “do” should always be linked 

to the purpose. 
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2.6 We create opportunities so that the younger 
generations can achieve their full potential in their role as 
members and in inventing new responses to the mission.  

2.7 We allow the context to create in us a new missionary 
awareness: we do not have all the answers; we discover 
responses with others and at the same time learn from 
others. 

2.8 Our future is more in collaboration than in doing things 
ourselves. 

2.9 We have the courage to say a responsible “no”, to 
requests for the mission, which are beyond our 
possibilities.  

3.8 We want to reduce the number of communities and 
institutions in order to live our purpose as a Body, in 
conditions that are more favorable.  

3.10 We choose structures that are adapted to the reality 
of the Institute today, and which promote its life and 
mission. 

3.11 We discern the missionary priorities as a Body, taking 
into account the needs of the emerging world. 

3.12 We want to ensure a transparent management of 
finances and properties, which are entrusted to us, and to 
ensure accountability. 

Excerpts from the document: Post EGC no. 2 

 Among the points listed, which ones require from me 
a conversion of heart? 

 What are the essential points to consider during the 
provincial chapter to ensure the transformation 
necessary for the life of the province? 

(Bring these notes to the chapter – or share them with the delegates or 
in my group) 
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THE FACES OF HUMANITY 
 

Innumerable faces all known to God, 

Created, loved, saved by Him, all without distinction, 

all without exclusion. 

 

Faces with which Christ wanted to be 

identified; to them God sends us: 

In particular to those who are still waiting  

to hear about Christ; to those whose faces are lined by 

suffering, destitution, rejection and exclusion… 

 

From these we learn: 

The deep values of humanity  

within different cultural expressions. 

 

With them we live: 

In solidarity, we struggle for justice. 

 

In them we discover: 

The signs of the kingdom already present; 

We gather its expectations which jostle us, 

because a new life is coming to birth.  

 

“The same Spirit that led Christ to bind himself to 
the social and cultural conditions of his 
environment and his times leads us to enter 
human groups in the service of evangelization, as 

communities of consecrated women.” (CS 36) 


