
 

(Mary of the Passion) 

 
 

“The Virgin Mary is fully the one who has given life. 
From her we learn how to love as we realize our 
vocation as women in the disinterested gift of 
ourselves so that the life of others may grow.” (CS 79)                      
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PREPARATION FOR THE RECOLLECTION  
 

 The best way to nourish our prayer life is to regularly 
ask God to teach us how to pray. 

 

 Let us be open to the Lord’s voice asking each one of 
us ‘what do you want me to do for you?’  

 

 It is natural to become distracted in prayer. 
Sometimes what may be a distraction could be a 
graced encounter with God. 

 

 Times of dryness are possible. It may seem nothing 
is happening but deep down God may be stirring 
something and it may be just that we have not realized 
it yet. 

 

 Try not to judge whether your prayer was good or not. 
God can make use of everything even distractions and 
preoccupations to speak to us. 

 
 It is essential to heal issues such as pride, anger, fear, 

hate (of oneself or others) or regret of any kind. 
Holiness is a gift of God and not a human creation. It is 
God who gradually transforms our weakness into the 
image of Christ. 
 

 We are all in a different path. Respect each one’s 
rhythm and pace. 
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“Listen to the cracking of the wheat as the breeze moves 

across the field. One must have silence to hear such 

things …Yes, to hear the Word of God.” (Eloi Leclerc)                                      

 “This is a wonderful day…..I've never seen this one 

before.” (Maya Angelou) Yes, this is a brand new day with fresh 

opportunities to live our call, to live our motto “Behold the 

handmaid of the Lord, may it be done unto me according to 

your word.” When Mary said “Yes” to the angel, she 

questioned but did not run away from the unknown. When we 

try to run away from the difficult challenges, they will pursue 

us unrelentingly. Yet when we turn to face them with resolve 

and commitment like Mary, we will not only get through them, 

but we become stronger as well.  

There’s no sense in looking back or wishing for the difficulties 

to go away. They’re here and it’s time to deal with them. With 

the help of God we can certainly do it. The ability to adapt to 

changing conditions and allow ourselves to be transformed by 

them no matter what comes our way is part of the very 

definition of life. 

 During this recollection let us ask our Blessed Mother to teach 

us to trust that when we face challenges, they are not sent to 

destroy us but to transform us into the image of her Son.  
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Reflections: (Extracts taken from 'Communication after EGC’ 

by Sr. Françoise Massy fmm and her council, November 8, 

2018) 

3. Starting from the truth of who we are as Institute, we then 

tried to express in simple words, from the heart, our purpose 

as FMM in today’s world.  

 

We allowed the special call that God is addressing to us today 

to come forth from our hearts, as daughters of Mary of the 

Passion. We asked ourselves: what characterizes our specific 

way of reflecting the face of God’s love, which has the power 

to change every life that we touch? What is our FMM presence 

called to bring that is different?  

 

5. Once again, with much more force, we have affirmed that 

our identity and our strength is in being one Body at the 

service of universal mission.  

 

10. . . . We are all called to a conversion which has its root in 

our response to Love; we are each invited to make a “jump 

forward in love” as the Pope reminded. “All our life, all our 

mission, all our efforts will be in vain without this conversion.”  
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Scripture Reading: (Acts 1:14)                                      

They all joined together constantly in 

prayer, along with the women and Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 

 

In the Cenacle the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary learn from 

Mary the secret of humble, persevering, patient prayer, 

waiting for the Spirit who sheds the gift of love upon the world. 

 

Mary “way within the way” invites us 

to live an unbounded disponibility to God’s plan 

by an “Ecce” said in all its fullness 

at every moment of our life, 

since by our vocation we offer ourselves with Christ; 

 

an “Ecce” which is always a light 

on our sometimes dark path; 

a total and generous “Ecce” which lets God do His work 

in our life and especially in our spirit; 

an “Ecce” ceaselessly repeated in an offering for the Church. 

 

Mary of the Passion leads us to discover the Marian 

dimension of our charism; “missioning in Mary’s way” we 

realize “the purpose of the Institute”: through the “Ecce” the 

expression of adoration which becomes self-offering, to 

obtain for the world that gift of love which is the kingdom of 

God. 
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The Franciscan Missionary of Mary, whose vocation is to 

continue her mission on earth, must cooperate then in 

bringing about this third Pentecost, by communicating to the 

world God who is truth and charity.  

Mary becomes the “special way” of her missionaries or, 

better still, as Mary of the Passion puts it “a way within the 

way.” (The gift of God… the charism of the Franciscan 

Missionaries of Mary, La Sorgente) 

 
How do we live our “Ecce” in our daily life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is remarkable about Mary of the Passion and her first 

companions is their spirit of disponibility, their openness to the 

designs of God and their attitude of service in order to realize 

what they understood as the will of God. It's easier to believe 

than it is to have faith. One can believe in something and sit 

back, basking in the security of one’s belief. Mary has shown 

us by her life that faith requires action. May we be blessed 

with an active faith that urges us to get out of our comfort 

zone.  
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Pope Francis’ reflection on Mary:  (Taken from the homily 
of the Holy Father at the occasion of the feast of our Lady of 
Guadalupe). Reflection in connection with our province 
plan.  
 

The Pope invited the faithful “to walk to the rhythm of Mary, 

who walked with her Son Jesus, and who continues to walk 

with many people, from all countries and all epochs.” 

 

Be aware that mission is first of all and above all a relationship 
in which we evangelize and are ourselves evangelized and 
transformed. (2014 CD) How do I allow myself to be 
transformed by the presence of my sisters and persons who 
are different from me? 
 
 
 

“…She is a woman who walks with the delicateness and 

tenderness of a mother; she feels at home in family life; she 

unties one knot or another of the many wrongs we manage to 

generate; and she teaches us to remain on our feet in the 

midst of the storm. 

 
…In Mary’s school we learn to keep walking to reach places 

where we need to be: on our feet, standing beside so many 

lives that have been lost or have been robbed of hope.” 

 
To remain faithful to our charism: in the service of life, of 
universal mission and from a concern for mutual inter-
dependence. How do I personally welcome all the changes 
experienced in our world and our province? 
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“…In Mary’s school we learn to walk through the 

neighborhood and the city, not with slippers delivering magical 

solutions, immediate answers and instantaneous results; not 

with the power of fantastic promises of a pseudo-progress 

which, little by little, succeeds only in usurping cultural and 

family identities, destroying the vital fabric that has sustained 

our people 
 
…In Mary’s school we learn to walk the city and nourish our 

heart with the multicultural richness that dwells on the 

Continent; when we are able to listen to that hidden heart 

which beats in our peoples and which guards—like a 

smoldering fire under what appears to be ashes—a sense of 

God and His transcendence, the sacredness of life, respect 

for creation, the bonds of solidarity, the joy of the art of good 

living, the capacity of being happy and to celebrate without 

conditions.”  

 

Live in harmony, peace and non-violence with ourselves, 
with others, and with the whole of Creation. 
In a world where the majority of the people value power and 

domination, how does Franciscan Spirituality influence my 

life? 

 
 
 

What did the Lord make me discover today? 

 

What am I going to share with my community? 

 

 

 


